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Welcome and Worship Announcements 

 

Prelude Allegro in Eb J.S. Bach 
 

 
The congregation stands 

 

Invocation  

 In the name of the Father,  

 and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
 Amen.  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom  
 no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your  
 Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 

Silence for reflection. 
 

 Most merciful God, 
 we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
 against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
 have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
 loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
 mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 
 will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
 Amen. 
 
 In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
 God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 
 Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

 your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 
 
 
 
 

  

Special thanks to organist George Wagner for leading us in worship this morning! 



Gathering Hymn “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” ELW 786 

 

 

 



Greeting and Prayer of the Day 

 The Lord be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 

 Let us pray. Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit brings truth 
 to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give us language to 
 proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
 reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 Amen.  

 

The congregation is seated 
 

Children’s Sermon 

 

First Reading  Acts 2: 1-21 
 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 
 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
 filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
 among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the 
 Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 
 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard 
 them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, 
 “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, 
 in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of  
 Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
 Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
 and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 
 about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
 “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
 wine.” But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
 “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 
 what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in 
 the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it 
 will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and 
 your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
 men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days  
 I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the 
 heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun 
 shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s 
 great and glorious day. 
 

 



 Psalm 104: 25-35, 37b  Spoken responsively 
 25O Lord, how manifold are your works!  
   in wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
 26Yonder is the great and wide sea with its living things too many to number,  
   creatures both small and great. 
 27There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan,  
   which you have made to play therein. 
 28All of them look to you  
   to give them their food in due season. 
 29You give it to them; they gather it;  
   you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
 30You hide your face, and they are terrified;  
   you take away their breath, and they die and return to their dust. 
 31You send forth your Spirit, and they are created;  
   and so you renew the face of the earth.  
 32May the glory of the Lord endure for ever;  
   may the Lord rejoice in all his works.   
 33The Lord looks at the earth and it trembles;  
   God touches the mountains and they smoke. 
 34I will sing to the Lord as long as I live;  
       I will praise my God while I have my being. 
 35May these words of mine be acceptable;  
       I will rejoice in the Lord.   
 37bBless the Lord, O my soul.  
   Hallelujah! 
 
Second Reading  Romans 8: 22-27 

 We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not 
 only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan  
 inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we 
 were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?  
 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
  Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
 ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who 
 searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
 for the saints according to the will of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The congregation stands 

 
Gospel   John 15: 26-27; 16:4b-15 

 The Holy Gospel according to _______. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 [Jesus said,] “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, 
 the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also 
 are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. 
  “I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you. But 
 now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, ‘Where are you  
 going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 
 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not 
 go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And 
 when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness and  
 judgment: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness, because 
 I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgment, because the 
 ruler of this world has been condemned. 
  “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the 
 Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his 
 own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are 
 to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 
 All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine 
 and declare it to you.” 

 
The congregation is seated 

 
Sermon 

    Silence for reflection follows the sermon.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day “Come Down, O Love Divine” ELW 804

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God,  
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth,   
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father,  
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God,  
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father;  
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation  
   he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
   and became truly human. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven   
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
  We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Peace 
 

The congregation is seated 
Offering  

 
Offertory Finale (Andante) from Sonata VI in d  Felix Mendelssohn 

 
The congregation stands 

 
Offering Prayer 

 God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
 Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service  
 to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  
 Amen. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dialogue 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 

 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 
Proper Preface 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 
 you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 
 uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 
 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
 with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
 and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
Sanctus  “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
 God of power and might,  
 heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 

 Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting 
 and your faithfulness endures from age to age.  
 
 Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
 Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
 Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
 Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 
 to the land of milk and honey. 
 Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
 Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
 Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.  



 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
   Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 With this bread and cup 
 we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 
 as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again.  
 
 O God of resurrection and new life: 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 
 and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
 Bless this feast. 
 Grace our table with your presence. 
 Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
 Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
 Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
 Breathe new life into us. 
 Send us forth, 
 burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
 With your holy ones of all times and places, 
 with the earth and all its creatures, 
 with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, 
 blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
 
 
 



Lord’s Prayer 

 Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.  
 Our Father in heaven,  
  hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come,  
  your will be done,  
   on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins,  
  as we forgive those  
   who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial,   
  and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom,  
  the power, and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever.  
 Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion  

 Taste and see that the Lord is good.  
 

The congregation is seated 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer after Communion  

 Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
 Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, 
 that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Amen. 
 

The congregation stands 
 

Blessing  

 May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
 to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
 
 The God of life, Father, ☩ Son,  
 and Holy Spirit, bless you now and for ever.  
 Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Closing Hymn “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling” ELW 582 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Liturgical texts and images from sundaysandseasons.com © Augsburg Fortress. All rights  
reserved. Reprinted by permission under license #SAS006951 

Announcements and Dismissal 

 Go in peace. Share the good news. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “Praise to the Lord” Mark Sedio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



St. Mark’s Lutheran Church  
10 North Liberty Street · Asheville, North Carolina, 28801 

(828) 253-0043 · www.stmarkslutheran.net 
 

Ministers 
The People of God at St. Mark’s 

 
Staff 

Pastor: The Reverend Matthew Smith 
pastormatt@stmarkslutheran.net 

 
Director of Discipleship and Faith Formation: Deacon Kathryn Rivers 

deaconkatie@stmarkslutheran.net 
 

Cantor: David Anderson 
cantordavid@stmarkslutheran.net 

 
Parish Administrator: Danielle James 

admin@stmarkslutheran.net 
 

Pastor of Caring Ministries: The Reverend Linda McHenry 
pastorlinda@stmarkslutheran.net 

 
Facilities Manager: Steve Henry 
facilities@stmarkslutheran.net 

 
Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday: 9:00 am to 4:30 pm 
Friday: 9:00 am to 12:30 pm 

 

 

Our Mission 
Making disciples by loving Christ, growing in faith, serving all people 

 

Our Vision 
Transforming lives through God's grace as an inclusive, intergenerational congregation  

in Worship, Outreach, Learning, and Fellowship. 


