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Waiting is NOT 

Easy!  
Waiting is Not Easy, by Mo Williams, is a favorite in my 

house.  Piggie is so excited to surprise Gerald, the  

elephant, with a wonderful view of the night sky.  But it’s 

not dark yet, and as they wait Gerald becomes more and 

more impatient.  He despairs of the time lost and the  

agony of waiting.  Beside himself, he launches into tirades 

and more than one all-consuming groan that knocks his 

companion to the ground. 

 

There are more than a few expressive metaphors we could use to describe what this time of Covidtide has been 

like, but Gerald’s groan just about says it all.  Waiting is not easy- waiting for vaccines, waiting to see friends 

and family face to face, waiting to worship together in-person and inside, waiting to sing God’s praises  

shoulder to shoulder, waiting for the day when we don’t have to worry that a personal interaction could put a 

life in danger.  All of it is exhausting and exasperating.  So, if you catch yourself feeling exhausted or  

exasperated, well that would be a normal reaction to this very abnormal season.  Feel free to let loose some 

massive groans when you need to. 

 

…but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they 

shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  –Isaiah 40:31 

 

In the 40th chapter of Isaiah, many Israelites have been captive in Babylon for decades.  They have waited, and 

waited, and waited, and there is a recognition that the people themselves do not have the strength they need to 

persist on their own- “Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted” (Isaiah 40:30).  

 

But the promise of this section of Isaiah is that God is more than a match for those who oppress the people of 

Israel.  God will make things right.  And in the meantime, the people do not wait alone.  God is with them, 

strengthening them and giving them what they need until the day they have hoped for comes and all is  

restored. 

 

As followers of the resurrected Lord, we are accustomed to waiting.  We believe in the God who has already 

defeated the power of death through the resurrection, but we wait for the fulfillment of God’s kingdom to be 

revealed in glory.  We trust that we do not wait alone, but that the God who has called us will also give us the 

strength we need to endure. 



Even so, I know, I know, I know that waiting is not easy.  I know that you long to be gathered together in the 

same room again for ministry team meetings and coffee hour.  I know that your humanity yearns to be face-to-

face without fearing harm to yourself or others.  I know that your soul groans for the chance to worship  

together in our lovely sanctuary.  I know this because I feel it to. 

 

But as hard as the waiting is, I remain convinced that, for now, waiting is faithful and right.  To be sure, the 

day is coming when we will again join hands and hearts in praise.  They day is coming when we will celebrate 

the ministry we have been about together during challenging times.  The day is coming when, with joy, we 

will gather for a meal together.   

 

But that day is not here yet.   

 

So for now, we do what believers have always done- we wait.  And as we wait, we find what ways we can to 

keep the faith, praying that God would bring this pandemic to an end and that we would have the strength we 

need to endure.   

 

Lord God, comfort, O comfort your people.  In our weariness, renew our strength.  Bless the efforts of medical 

teams, public health workers, and vaccine distributors- that this pandemic would come to an end.  Grace us 

again, Lord, with the gift of embodied relationship, that we would be made whole.  But until that day of joyful 

reunion, strengthen us who are powerless and sustain our waiting, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 

Waiting (and sometimes groaning) with you, 

 

Pastor Matt 
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ASH WEDNESDAY & LENTEN HAPPENINGS 

Ash Wednesday and Lent Kits - In preparation to celebrate Ash Wednesday and begin 

our Lenten journey, we have prepared kits for at home devotion and worship for all  

members and friends of St. Mark's.  

 

These kits include bulletins for Ash Wednesday and midweek Lenten services, ashes,  

devotion booklets, and an invitation to participate in a special collection. As we journey 

through the wilderness together yet apart this Lent, we pray that these resources will help 

you to create meaningful Christ filled experiences at home.  

 

Kits will be available for contact pick up in the Welcome Center during normal office hours  

beginning February 3. Bags will also be available Sunday, February 7 during Drop-In Communion from  

1-3pm, as well as Saturday, February 13 from 10am-12pm.  

Ash Wednesday Services—February 17— 12pm and 7pm.  

These services mark the beginning of the season of Lent. For over a thousand years 

Christians have received ashes on this day as a sign of humility, and a remembrance of 

our mortality and God's unchanging love.  

12pm—Worship in Parking Lot with Communion—Please RSVP with Scottie  

 

7pm—Worship on Facebook  



Drop-By  

Communion—

Sunday,  

February 7th 

 

You’re invited to stop by St. Mark’s 

on Sunday, February 7th  

from 1-3pm for an  

outside communion distribution.  

ST. MARK’S HAPPENINGS 

ASH WEDNESDAY & LENTEN HAPPENINGS 

2021 Lent Midweek Services—

Live on Facebook 

 

Join us on the following Wednes-

days evenings during Lent for 

worship at 7:00 Live on Facebook.  

 

Worship will be on—February 24, March 3, 10, 

17 & 24.   

February Lessons— 

 

February 7th—Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 

Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 

 

February 14th—2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; 

Mark 9:2-9 

 

February 21st —Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 

1:9-15 

 

February 28th—Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-

25; Mark 8:31-38 

Lent Buddies - An invitation to pray and connect 

 

Prayer is one of the traditional disciplines of Lent. It helps to strengthen our  

relationship with God, calls attention to the needs of our neighbors, and directs our 

action as people of God in the world.  

 

As we continue to be a congregation who is physically distant, we have seen and 

heard the need for more points of connection and relationship with one another during the pandemic. Lent 

Buddies in an opportunity for you this Lent to pray for and connect with God's people at St. Mark's, as we 

walk together to the cross and empty tomb this Easter.  

 

As a Lent Buddy, you will be matched with one or more households. You are encouraged to pray for your  

people and connect with them in some way each week until Easter. You can call, text, email, send cards/

letters, or any other creative way you think of to reach out in Christ-like love to your neighbor.  

 

Look for a quick survey in Wednesday’s email to get started. Don’t have access to the emails, call the church 

office and sign up for a Lent Buddy that way.  

 

Questions? Contact Deacon Katie 

Lenten Bible Study with Bishop 

Smith - Back by popular demand! 

Bishop Tim Smith will lead a synod 

wide Bible Study on the book of Isaiah 

on Thursdays from February 11 to 

March 25 at 7 p.m. The class will be 

virtual via Zoom. If you miss a session, recordings will 

be available for watching at your convenience. All are 

welcome; spread the word! 

 

Please see the Wednesday emails for a link OR call the 

church office to be sent one.  
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 18 Al & Sharon Tenty 

February Adult Faith Formation 

class— 

Please join the Racial Healing Team 

on Sunday mornings during the month 

of February as we present our Faith 

Formation class, Whiteness and  

Racial Justice with Kelly Brown Douglas.  Each 

Sunday, we begin with a short video and then come 

back to the group for meaningful discussions.  From 

the Church Next website: 

 

"Kelly Brown Douglas believes that we are living in a 

kairos time -- a time when God moves through  

history creating disruption and opportunity for im-

portant changes in how people interact both with God 

and with one another. In this time of transition, we 

can relapse into business as usual, or we can use the 

disruption to grow and change. 

 

In this second lesson in our series on building racial 

justice, Kelly Brown Douglas discusses the concept 

of  whiteness and what it means to be white in  

America. She goes into the historical reasons for 

white privilege and ways in which our current  

systems developed to privilege whites at the expense 

of non-whites. And she discusses God: God moving 

through history to redeem those who are subjugated 

and beaten down, God sustaining black Americans 

through centuries of oppression, God moving through 

our time today to offer us a better way of living and 

relating to one another." 

 

The four weeks will cover: 

+Whiteness     

+Religion     

+Theological Reflection     

+Perspective 

 

This class is ideal for those seeking a deeper  

understanding of the effect of white privilege on 

American society, and we offer a space for everyone 

to speak from their heart.  No one is an expert, we are 

on this journey of learning together.  Hope to see you 

there!   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mark’s Gifts to ‘Our World’ Community 

 

A heartfelt "thank you" to everyone who contributed 

gifts through St. Mark’s during Christmas! 

 

Members of St. Mark’s gave: 

--  Gifts for three children of the Claxton School 

--  72 pairs of underwear and 128 pairs of socks to 

 "Our Voice" 

--  $1000 to the ABCCM Crisis Ministry for their 

 client heating/rent/ utility fund. 

--  Christmas dinner and gifts for the guests of 

 ABCCM Steadfast House 

--  175 pairs of underwear for the clothing room of 

 the Crisis Ministry 

--  Many shower curtains and hair dryers for 

 ABCCM' s new Transformation Village 

--  $250 for ELCA World Hunger (mostly farm  

 animals) 

--  Gently used clothing, hygiene items, and food for 

 the pantry of the Crisis Ministry. 

--  16,000 sandwiches (since March) 

 

Some of these gifts were augmented with Thrivent 

Choice Dollars, and Thrivent Action Grants. 

We  know additional gifts were given by you  

directly to these and other organizations,  which are 

not listed here.  Thank you! 

 

The Christian Action Team (CAT) greatly  

appreciates your support of St Mark's outreach  

projects!  

HOW ST. MARK’S IS INVOLVED IN THE COMMUNITY 

Thank you to everyone that sent 

cards and called with words of 

encouragement after my surgery 

to repair my wrist! The bone is 

healing well, but function of the 

hand and wrist is taking more 

time than I had anticipated. God's lesson in all of this 

is patience! I am thankful for a wonderful supportive 

church family to help me through it all. 

Paula Lindsay 

 

 

 

Thank you St. Mark’s. The staff are  

incredibly gratefully for your love and 

support now, and 2020 in particular. We 

are also thankful for the staff gifts  

received. Incredibly generous of all of you.  

Thank you!  

 

-Pastor Matt, Deacon Katie, Cantor David, Pastor 

Linda & Scottie  

Transformation Village collection 

- January & February 

 

We will be collecting items for 

Transformation Village (formerly 

"Steadfast House collection")  

feminine hygiene products 

(tampons, pads,  

incontinence products, etc.).   

 

Product donations can be placed in the wooden bins 

by the playground doors at the church, OR monetary 

donations can be made to St. Mark's for 

"Transformation Village," and we can make the pur-

chase for you.   

 

Feminine hygiene products are EXPENSIVE, y'all, 

and by providing them for the women is such a load 

off of their monthly budget.   

 

Thank you, St. Mark's ~ God's peace and love! 



1946: The war is over, and the baby boom begins. Tupperware is introduced to American consumers,  

and AT&T announces the first car phone. One gallon of gas will set you back 15 cents, two pounds of coffee 

84 cents, and the average new house, $5,600. The United Nations holds its first meeting in London, and along 

the bucolic banks of the East River in Astoria, Queens, a model S grand piano is built by the Steinway & Sons 

company and given the serial number 320202. Seventy-four years later, St. Mark’s had technician Paul Wesley 

from Piano Emporium of Asheville spend a week working on #320202, and we’re excited to share some  

pictures and information about the process with you. 

 

 

The first order of business was to give our piano a good 

dusting. This is a little more involved than dusting your 

credenza. Piano technicians have special tools to dust the 

soundboard, which is the thin sheet of wood below the 

strings, responsible for making them resonate. Using a 

series of brushes, Paul carefully removed a few decades 

worth of dust from the entire soundboard.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is a picture of the action of our piano. The action is 

the mechanism whereby a hammer strikes a string when 

a key is depressed. In this picture the keys are on the far 

right, and the hammers on the far left. Because the piano 

makes sound in this way, it is sometimes classified as 

percussion instrument.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the action removed from the piano, Paul begins 

regulation. Regulation is the process of adjusting  

the action so that a consistent tone and response to the 

fingers is produced across the entire keyboard. There  

are 88 keys on a grand piano, and each key has over  

35 different points of adjustment!  

FOUR DAYS IN THE LIFE OF A GRAND PIANO 



In order to accommodate our recording schedule, Paul 

took the entire action back to his shop. Paul has been  

tuning pianos in Western North Carolina since 2002. 

Morganton's COMMA theater, The Orange Peel in  

Asheville, and Harrah's casino in Cherokee are a few  

of the concert venues where he frequently tunes. He is  

also the head technician and piano rebuilder and piano 

restoration specialist at Piano Emporium. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hammers of a piano are covered in felt, which  

must be not too hard and not too soft. Over time, the  

felt becomes flattened and grooved from striking the 

strings, as seen in this picture. Part of the work included 

reshaping these hammers to their proper egg shape.  

 

 

 

The keys of the piano were leveled, further helping to 

ensure proper response across the entire instrument.  

Except for the very lowest, there are actually three strings 

for every note. These sets of strings are tuned exactly the 

same, so we hear only one pitch per key. 

 

Most grand pianos have three pedals. The leftmost is  

the soft pedal, which shifts the keyboard to mute all  

but one string, softening and changing the tone. The  

middle is the sostenuto pedal, which allows the player  

to sustain chosen notes. The rightmost is the damper  

pedal, which sustains all notes. Our pedals were  

tightened after becoming loose over the year.  

 



After everything else was done, Paul cleaned the keys  

and polished the case. The case is constructed from bent 

hardwood laminates; add to that the cast iron frame inside, 

and our piano weighs over 500 pounds. It was owned by 

Chamin Meadows, organist and choir director at St. Mark’s. 

It belonged to her mother, who was a major supporter of the 

local symphony where they lived in Florida. It is said that  

at one of her soirées, it was played by the world-famous 

composer and conductor Krzysztof Penderecki. Chamin  

donated the piano to us in the ’90s when she could no longer 

play due to Parkinson’s disease, and it has been enriching our 

worship life ever since.  

 

 

Alright, Mr. DeMille, I’m ready for my close-up. 

 

 

This work was made possible by the Saint Cecilia Music Fund at St. Mark’s. The Saint Cecilia fund provides 

money for special musical projects and events. It has allowed us to host solo and duet piano performances,  

college tour choirs, jazz combos, a folk ensemble from Russia, and other events that serve to enrich our lives 

and welcome the community into our space. Thank you very much to the many people who have contributed 

over the years. If you are interested in making a gift, please contact the church office.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orazio Gentileschi and Giovanni Lanfranco, Saint Cecilia and an Angel,  

c. 1617/1618 and c. 1621/1627, oil on canvas  



GIFTS THAT GIFT THE GIVER 

One Christmas, years ago when I was a child, I tearfully told my grandmother how a close 

friend I’d given a gift to had gone the whole blessed holiday without giving me a 

thing.  She flicked her newspaper, turned one page, and said, “Just remember, the Bible 

says it’s better to give than to receive.” 

 

I had two immediate thoughts: First, I needed to find a more empathetic grandmother 

ASAP, and second, this particular one, a pastor’s wife, seemed to “quote” the Bible when it felt awfully  

convenient. I had evidence, after all, having searched Scripture after she declared “Jesus tells us Cleanliness is 

next to Godliness” when my room was particularly messy (note—Jesus did NOT say this, I checked).  But she 

had me this time: a quick search showed that, while we may not hear it straight from Jesus’ lips, we do hear it 

from Paul, specifically in Acts 20:35. In all this I have given you an example that by such work we must  

support the weak, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than 

to receive.’ 

 

Unreciprocated childhood gifts aside, how do we live out Paul’s two thousand-year-old admonition in the here 

and now? We have to have a place to live, we have to provide for the needs of ourselves and our loved ones, not 

just now but also in the future, AND we have to plan for retirement! Given how far every single dollar has to 

stretch, is it even possible to ensure we and our loved ones are taken care of while also helping our neighbor? 

 

ABSOLUTELY!  

 

It may be hard to believe, but there are several ways to give that allow the donor to give while still receiving a 

guaranteed income or other benefits for a period of years or even a lifetime. It may even be possible (and 

I am not making this up) to have that income continue to an heir for a second lifetime!  

 

Here are a few examples: 

 

A Charitable Gift Annuity is a planned giving tool that provides fixed payments to the donor or beneficiary of 

their choosing for life. The remainder then benefits ministries and/or other charities. 

 

A Charitable Remainder Trust provides a stream of income for a specified period of years or even a  

lifetime with the remainder going to the church and/or other charities. 

 

A Life Estate Gift allows the donor to give away a home or other property but retain the use of it for the  

remainder of their life. 

 

These are just a few examples of how planned giving can enable you to give more generously than you may 

have ever imagined, and if you’d like to find out how any of these or other options could work for you  

personally, it would be my pleasure to talk with you. It is possible to be blessed in your giving while still  

responsibly taking care of the needs of you and your loved ones. After all, Jesus tells us, “I have come that you 

might have life, and have it to the fullest.” 

 

And he really said that.  I checked. 

 

submitted by Stephanie Burke and the Rev. Keith Pearson, ELCA Foundation  



FINANCIAL UPDATE 

Operating Fund November YTD 

Income budgeted $41,409 $455,499 

Gifts received  $40,614 $415,861 

Expenditures  $30,356 $354,246 

Difference  $ 10,258 $61,615* 

PPP Loan received totaled $62,800 

 

Building Fund November YTD 

Gifts received  $ 1,840 $21,341 

Amount needed $ 2,201 $24,209 

Difference  $ (361)    $(2,868)* 

Loan balance 11/30/20 $246,563 

*$21,049 on reserve 

 

Remaining Loan Information:  

Roof Repair Loan -  

Remaining Loan Balance: $92,669 

Rooted in Faith Loan -  

Remaining Loan Balance: $250,000  

NEWS & UPDATES A LITTLE HUMOR 

Faith and Fellowship happens every 

Monday morning at 10am via zoom, and 

you are invited!  Each week we take a 

look at the upcoming texts from the lec-

tionary and check in on prayer requests.  To join us, 

visit www.stmarkslutheran.net/events/ and click on 

faith and fellowship.   

At its January meeting the  

congregational council elected officers 

for 2021.  The results were: 

 

President, Amy Zellers 

Vice President, Randy Warren 

Secretary, Debbie Layne 

Treasurer, Jim Bassler 

 

We are grateful for their service in these roles!  Please 

pray for them! 

Operating Fund December YTD 

Income budgeted $41,409 $496,916 

Gifts received  $34,767 $450628 

Expenditures  $44,108 $398,355 

Difference  $(9,341) $52,273* 

PPP Loan received totaled $62,800 

 

Building Fund December YTD 

Gifts received  $ 1,676 $23,017 

Amount needed $ 2,201 $26,410 

Difference  $ (525)    $(3,393) 

Loan balance 12/31/20 $245,287 

 

Remaining Loan Information:  

Roof Repair Loan -  

Remaining Loan Balance: $91,647 

Rooted in Faith Loan -  

Remaining Loan Balance: $250,000  

http://stmarkslutheran.net/events/


Faith and Fellowship - Weekly Video  

Conferencing - Monday @ 10am  

These are ongoing opportunities for us to  

gather. Each call is through Zoom. Below are the 

links, or you can find the information on the St. 

Mark’s calendar.  

 

Mondays at 10:00am - Click here on Monday to 

join the conversation 

 Zoom - What is it? How do I use 

it?  

Click here for a document with information on how to 

use Zoom.   

 

If you need any technical assistance, please  

contact Scottie and she will walk through the steps. 

(#980.474.6726).  

Sunday Service will continue 

on Facebook —10am  

Thank you all for  

continuing to join us on  

Facebook for our Sunday  

Worship Services. We look  

forward to seeing you this Sunday at 10am, with 

music a few minutes beforehand.  

 

St. Mark’s Facebook page: www.facebook.com/

stmarksasheville 

 

Worship Booklet will be posted on our website 

and Facebook on Saturday prior to the Sunday 

service. www.stmarkslutheran.net  

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT ST. MARK’S 

Adult Faith Formation Class—Join 

on Sundays for Adult Faith  

Formation 9:00am. 

This class will be taught via Zoom. 

Use the following link to join, or  

access the link through the St. Mark's calendar. 

 

Click here: Faith Formation Zoom Link 

Please know all links to classes, fellowship, meeting, and worship opportunities 

can be found on our church calendar. Please visit www.stmarkslutheran.net—at 

the top left, click on Calendar of Events. Each event on the calendar is a clickable 

link with the information needed. 

Contributions - Simply Giving and 

Mailed in checks Thank you all for your 
continued donations at this time. Wanted 
to make sure it was clear on Online  
Donations - if you put in a credit or debit 
card, there is a processing charge that 

gets taken out of your  

contribution.  

HOWEVER, if you set up an account using your rout-
ing number and checking account, then the fee is not 
taken out. If you are mailing in checks, please know 
we are making deposits every other week at this 
point.  
If you have any questions about your contributions, 
please contact Scottie @ 980.474.6726.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/176208746?pwd=U2RjbXlZWGN5eEpqUXViMlY2UUlUdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/176208746?pwd=U2RjbXlZWGN5eEpqUXViMlY2UUlUdz09
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/Zoom Instructions.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Downloads/Zoom Instructions.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/92564327746
https://www.stmarkslutheran.net/

